A Southern Estimate of
Abraham Lincoln
by Mrs. M. P. Shepard
The centenary of Abraham Lincoln! What a
flood of eloquence, encomium, and praise it has
brought forth from pen, pulpit, and after-dinner
speech! He has been set upon a pedestal and
clothed with attributes that make him little less than
divine. Washington has been made to step down
from his long-approved pinnacle of greatness, while
one enthusiast in his blind fanaticism has compared
him most favorably with Jesus Christ Himself.
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He has been placed so far above the ordinary
mortal that we feel justified in our curiosity to know
how big he really was and if all these attributes of
greatness have been thrust upon him or do they
accord with facts that history has made indisputable?
His admirers and eulogists have claimed for
him supreme qualities of integrity and honesty.
How do these comport with his treatment of the
peace commissioners sent to him in March, 1861?
These commissioners were given the most positive
assurance of good faith on the part of the Government and the pledge that the evacuation of Fort
Sumter (which the commissioners demanded)
would most surely take place very shortly; and yet
while these men were kept there day after day on
the strength of these promises Lincoln was secretly
making the most hostile preparations, and on the
6th, 7th, and 8th of April, 1861, transports and vessels of war, troops, ammunition, and military supplies sailed from Northern ports bound southward.
“Where could be found in all the annals of crooked
diplomacy a more fiendish act of duplicity and insincerity?”
He took the oath of office “to preserve, protect,
and defend the Constitution,” and yet he did not
hesitate to violate its principles whenever it suited

A SOUTHERN ESTIMATE OF LINCOLN

3

his policy to do so. Though “devoted to the Union,” yet he took the initiative (utterly disregarding
the usages of war among civilized nations) and
precipitated upon the unprepared South a war unequaled for cruelty and barbarism in all modern
history.
He is called “The Great Emancipator.” Yet in
his inaugural address in 1861 he said: “I have no
purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the
institution of slavery in the States where it exists. I
believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have
no inclination to do so.” His subsequent actions
showed how little regard he had for this pledge.
Like Talleyrand, the most unscrupulous of men, he
“used words to conceal his thoughts.”
His admirers have laid special force upon his
great heart, pulsating with throbs of justice, kindness, and humanity. Did his heart pulsate with
these noble qualities when, disregarding all the
rules of civilization and humanity, he declared
martial law in the States of the South, flooded the
country with violence and bloodshed, and legitimatized the most atrocious form of irregular warfare?
He was commander-in-chief of the army. Yet
was he ever known to set his seal of disapproval
upon the actions of his generals in their conduct of
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the war? General Butler's treatment of the people of
New Orleans was horrible almost beyond belief.
“Peaceful and aged citizens, unresisting captives
and noncombatants, were confined at hard labor
with chains attached to their limbs, were held in
dungeons and fortresses, and Union soldiers were
encouraged to insult and outrage the wives, mothers, and sisters.” But Lincoln allowed him to remain at that post until the “French emperor threatened to recognize the Confederate States unless
Butler was removed.”
Destruction and devastation became synonymous with Sherman’s march through Georgia to
the sea, then the Carolinas; while Sheridan over a
hundred miles through the beautiful Valley of Virginia so obeyed the cruel and inhuman orders of
his superior general that in truth “a crow flying
through its desolated wastes would have to carry
its provisions with it.” This is but an incomplete
picture of the cruelties inflicted upon helpless noncombatants. These atrocities were never checked by
a word or command from the President of the United States. His emancipation of six millions of
slaves, his exciting them to insurrection, his placing
guns in the hands of negroes to murder their former masters exceeded in atrocity and cruelty the
tyranny of any despot in any age. His giving the
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ballot to ignorant negroes who had no more knowledge of the rights of suffrage than so many mules
is but in keeping with the policy pursued by him
from the beginning.
Let us see if his conduct in respect to prisoners was in accord with his “great heart pulsating
with kindness and humanity to all.” The Confederate Government on more than one occasion sent
propositions to Washington for the exchange of
prisoners. No answer was given. Mr. Ould, the
Commissioner of Exchange, offered to make purchases of medicine from the United States authorities to be used exclusively for the relief of Union
prisoners. He offered to pay for them in gold, cotton, or tobacco; and, moreover, agreed on behalf of
the Confederate Government that such medicines
might be brought into the lines by United States
surgeons and be distributed by them. Incredible as
it may appear, no reply was ever received to this
offer.
One final effort was now made for an exchange.
“A delegation from the prisoners at Andersonville
was finally sent to Washington to plead their cause
before the authorities at Washington. It was of no
avail. Mr. Lincoln refused to see them. They were
made to understand that the interest of the government required that they should return to prison
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and remain there.”
During all this time Northern prisons were full
of Southern prisoners, where thousands of them
were allowed to freeze to death, to die of slow starvation and disease caused by privation and want.
The brutal atrocities practiced in these prisons almost exceeded the fiendish cruelty shown to the
helpless women and children in the South. And yet
all this was in the midst of plenty. The official reports giving truth to the statements of the matchless Ben Hill in the Senate of the United States
prove that a greater number of soldiers died in
Northern prisons than in Southern, notwithstanding the fact that Northern armies had devastated
the South, reduced soldiers and people alike to the
most straitened conditions for food, and that medicines had been made contraband of war.
Was Mr. Lincoln a man of high ideals? Was
he a lover of the sublime, the beautiful? Was he a
Christian, a gentleman? Facts compel us to say:
“He was a hypocrite in religion, a vulgar buffoon, indecent in his anecdotes, and cruel in his
instincts.” What, then, has been the basis of all
this fictitious greatness? What has been the cause
of thus raising him to the very pinnacle of fame
accorded no other American, not excepting even
the great Washington himself? We answer: “As-
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sassination.” Assassination placed the crown of
the martyr upon his brow. Henceforth “all things
unclean became divine.”
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