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TO THE READER
O    O    O    O

This book has been written in the cause of Truth. It has
not been the object of the writer to defend any particular party or
faction, but solely to vindicate democratic and republican institu-
tions.

There have, in all ages, been really but two parties in poli-
tics. One, that did not believe in the people, but wanted a strong

government to control or rule them. The other, that believed in
the people, was for retaining power in their hands to control or
rule the government. The former is the Monarchical or Strong
Government party. Its members were called Tories in the Revolu-
tion of 1776. The latter is the Democratic party.

I shall show in this history how these parties originated in
this country, and who led them S that Alexander Hamilton was
the leader of the Tory or Monarchical party, and Thomas Jeffer-
son of the Democratic party.

I shall show how this Tory party has always been trying
to subvert our Government, because it was formed on the demo-
cratic principle.

I shall show that finally, after being defeated in every
other effort, this Tory party assumed the name of Republican, and
taking advantage of a popular delusion about Negroes, used it to
get into power and accomplish its long cherished purposes.

I shall show that Abraham Lincoln was the direct succes-
sor of old John Adams and his infamous Alien and Sedition laws,
only that Mr. Lincoln went much further, and acted much worse
than John Adams ever dared to do.
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I shall show that the war was not waged “to preserve the
Union, or to maintain republican institutions,” but really to de-
stroy both, and that every dollar spent, and every life lost, have
been taken by the Abolitionists on false pretences.

This book will show that the Abolition or so-called Re-
publican party has simply carried out the British free Negro policy
on this Continent, a pet measure of all the kings and despots of
Europe.

In order to reach this end, Mr. Lincoln was compelled to
assume the Dictatorship, and overthrow the government as it was
formed, which he did by issuing a military Edict or Decree chang-
ing the fundamental law of the land, and declaring that he would
maintain this change by all the military and naval power of the
United States.

It will also be seen that the war has changed the entire
character and system of our Government, overthrown the ancient
rights of the States, and forced upon the country a so-called
Amendment to the Constitution, in the time of war, and against
the free and unbiased action of the people.

This book also contains a careful and impartial narrative
of all the principal events of the war, from the battle of Bull Run
down to the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, and the capture
of Jefferson Davis.

The writer believes it will be found accurate in all re-
spects, and in most cases the place and date of citation are given,
so that no one can have a chance to deny their accuracy.

The book is given to the Northern people, under the con-
fident belief that they did not intend to destroy their government
by the war, and that they only need to understand the aims and
objects of the Tory, Monarchical or Abolition party, to forever
hold it responsible for all the sufferings of the country.

To the soldiers of the Northern armies, who were deluded
by the Abolitionists into believing that they were fighting to pre-
serve republican institutions, the political facts of this volume are
respectfully commended.

The Southern people who fought so long and so gallantly
to roll back the tide of Abolitionism that has engulfed them, will,
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the  writer  trusts,  find  in  this  volume encouragement to believe
that Wrong can only be temporarily successful, and that it only
needs faith in the power of the press to yet overthrow the
Abolition revolutionists.

Finally, to all classes, and especially to the young, this
little volume is commended, in the confident hope and belief that
out of the gloom of the present the grand old Union of
Washington and Jefferson will yet arise, and, wiping away the
tears and blood of the past, live for ages to cheer mankind with
its blessing.
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CHAPTER ONE
The Causes of the War

O    O    O    O

Many histories of the Great Civil War through which we
have just passed have already been written, but they are not such
as convey to the youth of our land a full and true account of the
causes which led to it, who were the real authors of it, and what
were its objects and purposes. To understand fully the causes
which produced it, we must go back a good ways in the history
of our country.

Whatever produced a feeling of enmity and estrangement
between the Southern and Northern States must be looked upon
as one of the causes leading to the war. This feeling of hostility
between the two sections began to show itself at a very early
period, soon after the formation of the Union, almost a hundred
years ago. We may say it began, in the first place, in the different
political opinions held by the leading men of the North and the
South.

This difference was indeed very great. It may be under-
stood by briefly reviewing the different sentiments entertained by
Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson. Hamilton was the
idol of what may be termed the New England or Monarchical
party, and Jefferson was equally the idol of the Southern or Dem-
ocratic party. There were many individuals in the North who
followed Jefferson, as there were some in the South who adopted
the principles of Hamilton, but the prevailing sentiment of the
North was with Hamilton, as that of the South was with Jeffer-
son.
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Hamilton was a monarchist. That is, he wanted to estab-
lish in this country a government that should be, in everything but
its name, a kingdom instead of a republic. There is abundant
proof of this fact.

Luther Martin, one of the most distinguished statesmen in
the convention that made our Constitution, speaking of the Ham-
ilton party in that body said: “There was one party, whose object
and wish was to abolish and annihilate all the State governments,
and bring forward one general government, over all this extended
continent, of a monarchical nature.”

In many places in the letters and writings of Jefferson we
find that great statesman and pure patriot alluding, with just con-
demnation, to these monarchical doctrines of Hamilton. He and
Hamilton were in Washington’s Cabinet together; and thirty years
afterwards, while calmly reviewing the opinions of Hamilton, he
says: “Hamilton was not only a monarchist, but for a monarchy
bottomed on corruption.”

In another place he says: “Hamilton declared openly that
there was no stability, no security, in any kind of government but
a monarchy.” Again he assures us that even while Hamilton was
in Washington’s Cabinet as Secretary of the Treasury, he de-
clared: “For my part, I avow myself a monarchist. I have no ob-
jection to a trial of this thing called a republic, but,” etc., etc.

At the date of August 13th, 1791, Mr. Hamilton had a
conversation with Mr. Jefferson, in which he said: “I own it is my
opinion, though I do not publish it in Dan or Beersheba, that the
present government is not that which will answer, and that it will
be found expedient to go into the British form.” That is, to be-
come a monarchy. This language was uttered by Hamilton three
years after our present Constitution had been adopted. He was
then, as we have said, Secretary of the Treasury under President
Washington.

Washington hearing, from various sources, that his Secre-
tary had avowed such shameless sentiments, wrote him a letter,
July 29th, 1792, asking for an explanation of these rumors. About
a month after Hamilton received this letter, that is, on August
16th, he wrote a complaining kind of letter to Mr. Adams on the
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subject, in which he said: “All the persons I meet are prosperous
and happy, and yet most of them, including the friends of the
Government [i.e., of Washington’s Administration] appear to be
much alarmed at a supposed system of policy tending to subvert
the Republican Government of the country.”

But, not only the friends of Washington’s Administration
were alarmed, but the alarm was shared by Washington himself.
It was under the pressure of this very alarm for the honor of some
members of his Cabinet that Washington said: “Those who lean
to a monarchical government, have either not consulted the public
mind, or they live in a region which is much more productive of
monarchical ideas than is the case with the Southern States.”

Washington, like Jefferson, was a Virginian, and had no
sympathy with the monarchical principles of Hamilton and his
followers. Washington well intimates that these treasonous princi-
ples had no friends “in the Southern States.” The statesmen of the
South, with scarcely an exception, were for a republican form of
government, while the friends of the monarchical principle were
mostly confined to the Eastern States.

So you see that as early as 1790 there was a great differ-
ence growing up between the leading statesmen of the North and
South, on the subject of government. Indeed we may go back
three years further, and find these very parties existing in the
convention that formed the Constitution. There we find what we
may call the Jeffersonian and the Hamiltonian parties pitted
against each other. The one, in favor of a government of the peo-
ple, with powers cautiously limited and clearly defined in the
Constitution. The other, in favor of what they called “a strong
government,” with similar powers to a monarchy, without its
name. We may say that the Jeffersonian idea was that the people
are the masters of the government; while the Hamiltonian idea
was that the government is the master of the people. The conflict
between these opposing ideas caused all the debates in the Con-
stitutional Convention. But finally the Jeffersonian, or the anti-
monarchical party, triumphed in the production of a democratic
Constitution. The great disappointment which this result gave to
Mr.  Hamilton,  may  be  seen  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr.
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Morris, Feb. 27th, 1802, where he says: 

Mine is an odd destiny. Perhaps no man in the United

States has sacrificed or done more for the present Constitution

than myself, and contrary to all my anticipations of its fate, as

you know from the beginning, I am still laboring to prop the frail

and worthless fabric; yet I have the murmurs of its friends no

less than the curses of its foes, for my reward. What can I do

better than withdraw from the scene? Every day proves to me

more and more that this American world was not made for me.

In the above extract we find Mr. Hamilton characterizing
the Constitution of his country as “a frail and worthless fabric,”
and bitterly threatening to abandon his country forever. This was
after the Constitution had been in operation fourteen years. His
experience had certainly been a very hard one for a man of his
political principles. He was an avowed monarchist. But his coun-
trymen had, notwithstanding his earnest labors to the contrary,
established a democratic Constitution. Failing in getting his prin-
ciples incorporated into the Constitution, he next tried, as a lead-
ing member of Washington’s Cabinet, to give a monarchical inter-
pretation to a democratic Constitution. This conduct on his part
produced a murmur among the people, and caused the letter of
inquiry from Washington above referred to. His disheartened and
peevish letter to Mr. Morris, from which I have given an extract
above, was written two years after the election of Mr. Jefferson
to the Presidency, which event certainly seemed to give a finish-
ing blow to the Hamiltonian ideas of government in the United
States. His party had made a desperate effort to subvert the Con-
stitution under the presidency of John Adams, which was termi-
nated by the election of Jefferson in 1800.

General Washington served his country as President eight
years, when John Adams was elected to succeed him in that high
office. During Washington’s term the Hamiltonians, who called
themselves “Federalists,” and who embraced a great majority of
the men of wealth and high social position in the Northern States,
were not permitted to make any visible headway in subverting the
Constitution. The overshadowing popularity of Washington kept
down everything like the ambition of cliques and sections. But no
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sooner was his Presidency at an end, than the “Federalists,” the
enemies of the democratic principle of government, showed the
cloven foot of monarchism again, and nearly every safeguard
which the Constitution throws around the liberty of the people
was disregarded and overthrown. Then it was that the antagonism
between the political principles of the leading statesmen of the
North and the South assumed a tolerably well defined shape in
the division of parties. Adams was originally a democrat, and had
performed most valuable service to his country in the Revolution
which won the independence of the American colonies. In a letter
to General Washington, dated Philadelphia, May 8th, 1791, Mr.
Jefferson thus feelingly alludes to Mr. Adams’ apostacy: “I am
afraid the indiscretion of a printer has committed me with my
friend Mr. Adams, for whom I have a cordial esteem, increased
by long habits of concurrence in opinion in the days of his repub-
licanism, and even since his apostacy to hereditary monarchy and
nobility; though we differ, we differ as friends.” Again Jefferson
says: “Mr. Adams had originally been a republican [democrat].
The glare of royalty and nobility, during his mission to England,
had made him believe their fascination to be a necessary ingredi-
ent in government. He was taken up by the monarchical Federal-
ists in his absence, and on his return to the United States, he was
by them made to believe that the general disposition of our citi-
zens was favorable to monarchy.”

Under Mr. Adams’ Administration, the most foolish and
oppressive acts were passed by the Federalist majority of Con-
gress S among them the infamous “Alien and Sedition laws,”
which gave the President power to banish all aliens from the Unit-
ed States, or to lock them up in prison during his pleasure S also
to cause the arrest and imprisonment of any person who should
write or speak anything against the President or Congress. In a
word, these acts endowed the President with despotic powers,
putting the liberty of every Democrat in the United States in jeop-
ardy, and producing a reign of cruelty and terror which lasted to
the end of Mr. Adams’ Administration.

As a specimen of the despotism of that Administration,
we will mention the case of Hon. Mathew Lyon, a Democrat and
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estimable citizen, who for “ridiculing the ridiculous or idle
parade” of the President, was seized and thrust into a cold dun-
geon six feet square, where he was left freezing and starving for
a whole winter, and his liberation then authorized only on condi-
tion of his paying a fine of one thousand dollars. The Federalists
everywhere ran riot in cruelty and mob violence. One of the most
distinguished patriots of the United States, General Sumter, was
brutally knocked down and beaten, by one of the officers and
spies of the Administration, at the theatre in Philadelphia, because
he neglected to take off his hat when it was announced that the
President was coming in. General Sumter was at this time an old
man, as ripe with honors won in the service of his country, as
with years. But neither age, nor virtue, nor patriotism afforded
any shield from the malice of the supporters of the king-aping
President.

As a specimen of the monarchical spirit of those times, we
will give the following brief extract of a public address made to
the President, dated Boston, May 1st, 1798: 

We, the subscribers, inhabitants, and citizens of Boston,

in the State of Massachusetts, deeply impressed with the alarm-

ing situation of our country, beg leave to express to you, the

chief magistrate and supreme ruler over the United States, our

fullest approbation of all the measures, external and internal, you

have been pleased to adopt, under direction of divine authority.

It is proper to mention that the only “alarming situation of
our country” at that time was the natural and growing indignation
of the people at the despotism of the party in power. The histo-
rian of these events, John Wood, says: 

During the scenes of tyranny which were daily exhibited,

the Federal papers throughout the Union were filled with an ad-

dress to the President, complimenting him upon his mildness and

justice, the impartiality of his administration, his attachment to

liberty, and his benevolence to foreigners....

These factions admired John Adams, because John Ad-

ams admired the British constitution and cursed the French re-

public. They bestowed unbounded panegyrics upon Alexander

Hamilton for the same reason. They thought the administration



The Causes of the War 25

and the government ought to be confounded and identified; that

the administration was the government, and the government the

administration, and that the people ought to bow in tame submis-

sion to its whims and caprices.

It does not need one to come from the dead to tell you
that during the last five years we had a resurrection of the same
party, which had lain in its grave ever since it was driven from
power in 1800, by the election of Mr. Jefferson to the Presidency.
Its defeat and overthrow then was owing to the patriotism and
decision of the united South under the lead of Jefferson and Mad-
ison. In opposition to all these unconstitutional and despotic acts
of the Federalists, these patriots drew up the celebrated Kentucky
and Virginia Resolutions of 1798, which were adopted by the
Legislatures of Kentucky and Virginia, and accepted by the whole
South, with as much unanimity as they were condemned by the
North. These resolutions are too long to quote here, but their
substance may be given in a few words. They pointedly condemn
all the revolutionary and despotic acts of the Adams Administra-
tion as subversive of the free government of the United States,
and clearly set forth all the powers of the Federal Government as
resulting from a compact, or agreement, between independent
and sovereign States, each State possessing “an equal right” to
decide “for itself as well of infractions as of the mode and manner
of redress.” As one of these sets of resolutions was drawn by the
very hand which wrote the Declaration of Independence, and the
other by that which wrote the Constitution of our country, they
were received by all the friends of free government as the utter-
ance of the highest wisdom and patriotism. The monarchy-aping
Federalists raised a wild outcry of alarm, but the friends of de-
mocracy at once adopted the resolutions as their written creed.
On the platform of these resolutions Jefferson was elected Presi-
dent, and the Federalists hurled ignominiously from power.

No language can equal the violence and indecency of the
vanquished Federalists. For defeating their plans of revolution,
Jefferson was denounced as an “infidel,” a “jacobin,” a “traitor,”
a “scoundrel.” These offensive epithets were hurled at the head
of the patriotic author of our Declaration of Independence from
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pulpits, from the legislative halls of the Northern States, and from
the columns of every Federal newspaper in the land, just as simi-
lar indecent jeers are now heaped upon the true followers of the
great and good Jefferson, by those who are trying to overthrow
the democratic government made by our fathers.

The hatred of Jefferson, as of all the leading statesmen of
the South, which rankled in the bosoms of the discomfited Feder-
alists, knew no bounds. It did not die with that generation. The
parents taught their children to hate, not only the name of Jeffer-
son, but the whole Southern people.
 


